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WE18 Conference!!!! 
 

WE18 took place Oct. 18-20 in Minneapolis, Minnesota, U.S.A.!  It was a 

wonderful experience for all those who were able to attend.  Some went on 

tours, others took in the seminars, and almost everyone attended the career 

fair to look for a job, recruit for a position, or just walk around.   

Outreach sessions were held to inspire young women of all ages to love 

STEM and see the possibilities!  Many great women, companies, and groups 

were honored with awards from SWE, and a great time was instore for those 

who were able to end the conference with Celebrate SWE! 

For those who weren’t able to attend this issue of the Gear will give you 

some pictures and summaries of this year’s conference.  We hope to see you at 

next year’s conference in Anaheim, CA November 7-9! 
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WE18 Conference!!!! 
Tours: 
Mall of America 
Fun was had by the group who went to the Mall 

of America to shop and go behind the scenes at 

the Sea Life Aquarium! 
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WE18 Conference!!!! 
Tours: 
Emerson’s Measurement and Analytical Global Headquarters 
The group was able to tour Emerson’s Headquarters to learn about their best practices for 

assembly lines, with hands on training for the instruments they manufacture, and see how 

they present their solutions to customers in an innovate and interactive way.  After the 

tour Emerson brought the group to a local brewery for lunch and a meet and greet. 
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WE18 Conference!!!! 
Tours: 
3M Corporation Tour 

3M Corporation gave a tour of their innovative 

room where they show customers all the 

solutions available.  
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WE18 Conference!!!! 
Sessions, Hospitality Suites, and Career Fair: 
As always there were tons of sessions, lightening talks, and events to take part in at this 

year’s conference.  The two keynote breakfasts were a great start to the days on Thursday 

and Friday.  We were excited that a few of the sessions were presented by members of our 

SWE-WI section.  The hospitality suites are a great place to talk with industry professionals 

and learn about various companies.  Lastly, the career fair is always a must stop, and this 

year Oshkosh Defense brought their Joint Light Tactical Vehicle to show. 
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WE18 Conference Awards!! 

CONGRATULATIONS!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
We would like to give a huge congratulation to Gina Janke who became 

a Fellow of the Society.   

The Fellow Grade is an honor conferred on SWE members with at least 

twenty (20) years of membership “in recognition of continuous service 

to the advancement of women in the engineering profession.”  To read 

more about Gina check out the conference issue of the SWE Magazine! 
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WE18 Conference Awards!! 

CONGRATULATIONS!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
Celebrate SWE is a fun way to end the conference by having dinner and 

awarding various honors to all the efforts put forth by the members of 

SWE.  As part of that night there were many acknowledgements for 

members of the SWE-WI section.  Below are the list of awards and 

acknowledgements for the professional and collegiate members in 

SWE-WI from this year’s conference. 

  

New Life Members: Keena Spencer-Dobson 

  We now have a total of 10 life members in the SWE-WI section! 

  

Rapid Fire Competition Finalist:  

Briana Phibbs, University of Wisconsin Madison – Wind 

Turbine Foundations and Tower Moment 

Shivani Kohli, Marquette University – SanTran: Sanskrit to 

English Translator Using Deep Learning 

   Shivani won second place in the competition. 

  

Scholarship Recipients: 

Ford Motor Company Scholarship – Dora Richardson, University 

of Wisconsin – Milwaukee 

Rockwell Automation Scholarship – Briana Phibbs, University 

of Wisconsin – Madison 

SWE Region H Scholarship – Christine Kujawa, University of 

Wisconsin – Madison 

  

Mission Awards Professional: 

  Bronze – SWE-WI Section 

 

Congratulations to all those who submitted, participated, or were 

honored by the Society of Women Engineers! 
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SWE created ‘Inclusion Solutions: Discussing a Diverse Culture is in the Cards’ training cards set. 
 
Each issue of the Gear newsletter we will be showcasing one of these cards to help the diversity and 

inclusion discussion within SWE-WI. 
 
First we ask you to think about these questions: 

 How do you feel when you hear the terms diversity and inclusion? 
 

 How do you define diversity? 
 

 How do you define inclusion? 

 How are the two terms similar and different for you? 
 

 Describe the term biases. 

Second review some definitions: 

 Diversity:  The understanding that each individual is unique; recognizing individual differences. These 

can be along the dimensions of race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, socio-economic 

status, age, physical abilities, religious beliefs, political beliefs, or other ideologies. 
 
 Inclusion:  A state of being valued, respected, and supported; focusing on the needs of every individual 

and ensuring the right conditions are in place for each person to achieve full potential. 

 Bias:  The fundamental way (positive or negative) an individual looks at or encounters a situation or 

circumstance to make sense of it; a conscious or unconscious belief. 
 
 Now for the fifth card in the series:  

 



DIVERSITY and Inclusion 
 

Page 10 of 22 
 
The Gear 

 

 

 
 

 

After reading this, reflect on the first questions asked.  Did any of your 

answers change? 
 

Take this discussion with you, and consider what it means for you in your 

current career. 
 

Special thanks to SWE for creating these cards and to Lessons Learned 

Consulting Inc. for printing them. We ask that you do not re-purpose the 

information and/or send it to anyone outside of the SWE section. 
 

 
If you have additional questions, please reach out to:  learning@swe.org  

 
 

This video gives more information about the card and how they can be 
used. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vbvg__T6hwk 

 
 

This card set is available for purchase from the SWE store at the 

following link.  The version highlighted here is the ’SWE Inclusion 

Solutions Cards.’ 
 

 http://societyofwomenengineers.swe.org/page/5318-sweswag 

The Gear 

mailto:learning@swe.org
http://societyofwomenengineers.swe.org/page/5318-sweswag
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SWE Announcements 

  New Future SWE Member 

 

Past President, Kristen, welcomed a new baby girl to their family.  

Mom, baby, and dad are all doing well. 

 
Name: Anna Elizabeth Stepien 

Born: August 27 at 2:00am 
My first kiddo and a future SWE member :) 
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SWE Announcements 

  Beautiful Wisconsin Wedding 

October 6, 2018, was the date for the wedding of Michele Gagas, current newsletter 

editor, and Phillip Dodez.  They were married at the Stavkirke on Washington 

Island, WI with a few family members and close friends in attendance.  Their 

Newfoundland, Abby, is the engagement ring, so they were able to get a few 

pictures with her at Cave Point County Park in Door County.  A larger reception 

was held the following Saturday at the Thunder Bay Grille in Pewaukee, WI. 
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Upcoming Events 

 

Currently there are no scheduled events.  

Check the SWE-WI website or Facebook 

page for upcoming events.   Also watch for 

the weekly e-blast to stay informed on the 

current happenings in the SWE-WI 

section! 
 

SWE-WI Website: 

http://swewisconsin.com/ 

 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/swewisconsin/ 

 

Contact: Becca Wollenzien, rebecca.wollenzien@gmail.com, if 

you are not receiving the weekly e-blast e-mails. 
 

  

http://swewisconsin.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/swewisconsin/
mailto:rebecca.wollenzien@gmail.com
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OUTREACH  
 

Would you be interested in working with a Girl Scout Troop and 
introducing a girl to engineering?  The Girl Scouts have introduced 
new engineering and STEM badges and troops are looking for 
engineers who would be willing to help them earn these badges.  For 
information on how to be involved, project ideas, and how to find a 
troop contact swewioutreach@swe.org    

If you have been involved in an outreach event since July 2018 and 
are a SWE member, send information about the event to Heidi 
Balestrieri at (swewioutreach@swe.org) so we can report the 
information in the SWE outreach tool so you can be recognized for 
your efforts.  Information needed for the report: event name, date, all 
SWE sections that were involved, description of event, breakdown of 
girls and boys who participated, age of students, number of adult 
guests, number of SWE member volunteers, number of other 
volunteers, any partner organizations involved, or any other 
information to share. 

 

  

mailto:swewioutreach@swe.org
mailto:swewioutreach@swe.org
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OUTREACH  

Recent OUTREACH Events!!! 
 

First Lego League 

First Lego League meeting for the Section Elementary School 

Team (Mukwonago, WI), October 23, 2018 5:30PM at Section 

Elementary School library/media center.   

First Lego League theme this year is “Into Orbit”.  For extra credit 

on the team project, the team wanted an outside speaker to talk 

about working in Space Industry.   

Gina Janke gave a short talk, presented a short video and 

answered questions on her experience working on the Space 

Shuttle Main Engines after the Challenger incident (about 45 

minutes).  
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OUTREACH  

Recent OUTREACH Events!!! 

STEM Expo  

On Saturday, November 3, SWE members sponsored a booth at the 
STEM Expo held at MSOE.  There was a constant stream of about 200 kids 
come to explore our booth and make Squishy Circuits and build with Snap 
Circuit kits.  Six enthusiastic SWE volunteers inspired preschoolers to high 
school students to light up LEDs and make a propeller spin.  Kids were 
encouraged to make Play-Doh sculptures and then add LEDs to them and 
with a battery pack see them light up, using the conductive properties of Play-
Doh.   

Girls and boys also had the opportunity to build more complex circuits 
with Snap Circuit sets.  They created a circuit with on/off switches that turned 
a light on, and another circuit that operated a motor to spin either a fan or a 
“flying saucer”.  Then they explored creating a circuit with both a light and a 
motor to show how being in series or parallel affects how bright the light is.  
SWE members also talked to parents about SWE, SWENext, and 
opportunities in engineering.   

STEM Expo is organized by ASCE, and for the last two years SWE 
members have been involved in the planning process.  Thank you to Deborah 
Hoffman, Klairissa Boisvert, Krista Burkhardt, Lisa Rimpf, Gretchen 
Borden, and Heidi Balestrieri for inspiring kids in STEM! 
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SWE Programs 
 

SWENext Membership – General Information 
 

SWENext is a way to become part of the Society 

of Women Engineers as a student through the 

age of 18. Become part of SWE and 

#BeThatEngineer! Joining is free. Any student 13 

or older can become a SWENexter. For those 

younger than 13, a parent will need to be the 

primary contact. 
 

General SWENext Websites 
 

  Visit our main SWENext website: 

 http://societyofwomenengineers.swe.org /swenext  
 

  Read our comic book series all about engineering Constance and Nano: 

 https://constanceandnano.swe.org /  
 

  Connect with SWE members and other SWENexters through our SWENext Clubs: 

 http://societyofwomenengineers. swe.org /swenext -clubs  
 

  Watch our SWENext Reporter’s videos: 

 https://ww w.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLYvUdOKoCBdchedo5w 20uh9wuXH  RRQNo7  
 

  Find out more about our awards programs for high school students: 

 http://so cietyofwomenengineers. swe.org /k -12 -outreach/swenext -

awards  General SWENext DesignLab Social Media 

  Twitter@SWENext  
 

   Facebook  (exclusively for high school SWENexters) 
 

  #SWENext 
 

  #BeThatEngineer 
 

Thanks for helping us get the word out! 

Please send all SWENext queries to outreach@swe.org. 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLYvUdOKoCBdchedo5w20uh9wuXH%20RRQNo7
https://twitter.com/swenext?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/SWENext/
mailto:outreach@swe.org.
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SWE NEWS 
 
 
 
 
 

Current Job Postings:  

 
 
 
 

 

Job Postings 

 

There are no current job postings at this time. 
 

 Helpful Job Sites:  
To stay updated on new job opportunities, checkout SWE e-blasts, or these websites! 

 

 SWE Career Center:  http://careers.swe.org/home/index.cfm?site_id=18141 
 

 SWE Wisconsin Page:  http://www.swewisconsin.com/index.html 
 
 

 SWE Professional Virtual Career Fair:  
Looking for a new opportunity? Check out SWE’s virtual career fair May 9th 2018 where 
you can connect with multiple recruiters in a convenient way. More details can be found 
on the event website:   https://app. brazenconnect.com/events/X1pmM?utm  

 

 

Christmas Gift Ideas 

The link below is an engineering gift guide.  Purdue puts out the gift guide 

of engineering related gifts for kids every year. 

 

https://engineering.purdue.edu/INSPIRE/EngineeringGiftGuide/2018-Engineering-Gift-Guide.pdf 

 

 

http://careers.swe.org/home/index.cfm?site_id=18141
http://www.swewisconsin.com/index.html
https://app.brazenconnect.com/events/X1pmM?utm_medium=Email&amp;utm_source=Emails&amp;utm_content=Email%2BCopy&amp;utm_campaign=2018%2BVCF%2BEmail
https://app.brazenconnect.com/events/X1pmM?utm_medium=Email&amp;utm_source=Emails&amp;utm_content=Email%2BCopy&amp;utm_campaign=2018%2BVCF%2BEmail
https://engineering.purdue.edu/INSPIRE/EngineeringGiftGuide/2018-Engineering-Gift-Guide.pdf
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SWE NEWS 
Society of Women Engineers-Wisconsin Section  

Martha Maxwell Memorial Endowed Scholarship 

 

2019 Recipient  
Kayla is a junior at UW-Platteville where she is pursuing a bachelor’s degree in electrical 

engineering with a minor in sustainable and renewable energy systems. Her goal is to use her 

education to improve the use of green energy and in turn improve our environment. She is 

currently an EMS tutor and the Vice President of the Institute of Electrical and Electronics 

Engineers. For the past year and a half, she has worked in the Material Fabrication and Nano 

Characterization Lab at UW-Platteville, where she is researching the fabrication of a carbon 

nanotube-based vacuum-channel FET. In her free time, Kayla enjoys participating in her school’s 

band program, caring for her several dozen houseplants, and hanging out with her cat and three 

rabbits. 
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SWE NEWS 
Society of Women Engineers-Wisconsin Section  

Martha Maxwell Memorial Endowed Scholarship 

 

2019 Recipient  
Dora Richardson is studying Industrial Engineering with a minor in Nutritional Science at 

the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. She is the Vice President of the UWM SWE chapter 

and is a member of Engineers Without Borders. In her free time, she enjoys baking, running, 

and swing dancing. 
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SWE NEWS 
SWE Open Positions 

 
 
The leadership positions and structure is going to change slightly in the next year and 
there are still a few unfilled positions. Please let Andie (awfalasco@gmail.com) know if 
you are interested in any of the following. 
 
Professional Development Chair – Makes events in the three areas for professional 
development topics. Works with the LCC on what topics would be beneficial. 
 
Liaison to Counselors – Works with the counselors and communicates to the 
collegiates. 
 
Collegiate-Professional Event – Plans event for networking with collegiates and 
professional members. 
 
Milwaukee Outreach Planner– Plans and volunteers with Milwaukee outreach 
events. 
 
Fox Cities Outreach Planner – Plans and volunteers with Fox Cities outreach events. 
 
Public Relations Chair – Screens emails from companies about participation and 
questions. 
 
Section Assessment Chair – Makes a report at the end of the year for how the 
section is doing financially and a vitality assessment through the society. 
 
Celebrate SWE Event Planner – Plans end of year celebration. 
 
WE18 Coordinator – Plan and communicate meet-ups at WE18 in Minneapolis for 
the section. 
 

mailto:awfalasco@gmail.com


Newsletter Information 
 

Page 22 of 22 
 
The Gear 

  Advertisement Information   
Website and email postings may be covered by a set fee instead of the Corporate Supporter option. An 

individual posting to the website and an email message to all SWE-WI members is $50. The website posting 

will remain in place for a 30-day period. 

 
Postings to the website are generally completed in 3 to 7 business days after the request has been confirmed. 
An email notice to SWE-WI members and subscribers will follow a website posting with the same information. 
Requests for a large number of postings at one time may take longer to prepare and post. 

 
The preferred format for postings is Microsoft Word (version 2003 or higher); other text formats will be 
considered on an individual basis. Postings will remain on the SWE-WI website for a 30-day period. If the 
posting is for a job and it has not been filled in that 30-day period, a Corporate Supporter can request a 30-
day extension via email. Please put “SWE-WI Newsletter Entry” in the subject line. 

 
 

 

  Newsletter Entry   
Send us your stories! We want to see what our professional and collegiate members are doing 

in the community! We are looking for events that SWE has hosted, job posting, member 

milestones, interesting articles or books that you would like to share with others, truly a 

multitude of topics. If you have something you want to see in the newsletter and share with 

everyone please send the information listed below to SamanthaBilletdeaux@gmail.com or 

michelegagas@yahoo.com, with the subject of “SWE Newsletter Entry”. 
 
 
 

Name: 
 

Date of Event: 

Event Title: 

Brief Description of the Event: 

Pictures of Event 

Section Title (if applicable) 

Contact Email 

mailto:SamanthaBilletdeaux@gmail.com
mailto:elegagas@yahoo.com,

